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Voiced and Voiceless Sounds among the Ancient and Recent Scholars
(Comparative Study)

Marial Myikuany Kuethpiny Atem
Abstract

Language scholars in general and Arabic ones in particular (ancient and recent)
are interested in studying and analyzing Arabic voiced and voiceless sounds through
their sound and places of articulation. They also discussed the sound variation in all its
forms, percentage of its degree, its power, value and how it occurs. Most of studies
and researched are limited to studying the sound system. They also discussed in their
study places of sounds articulation and their general characteristic. They cared for
dividing sounds into voiced and voiceless, this is one of the divisions that all scholars
agreed on, despite the disagreement between the ancient and recent scholars and the
recent ones themselves. The study aimed to identify the voiced and voiceless sounds
in Arabic, their classification and knowledge of places of articulation and their
characteristics. Besides, exploring the ancient and recent scholar's contribution in
studying voiced and voiceless sounds. The study adopted the descriptive inductive and
comparative method. The study revealed the following results: Ancient scholars on
fine sense in articulation and characteristics and articulation of letters as well as
depending on modern machines in determining articulation places and characteristics
of letters. Modern scholars excel the ancient ones by recording these sounds where the
researcher can identify the soft sounds easily. Ancient and modern scholars disagree
in their description of some letters. They also disagreed on determining number of
articulation places, some of them considered them seventeen. As for tajweed scholars,
others considered them sixteen. Some of them like Gutrub, Aljarmi and AKFaraa
considered them fourteen. All scholars except Sibawei agreed that the letters ( lam,
noon, meem and dal) are from the medial sounds neither strong nor soft. The study
recommends taking care of linguistics general and phonetics in particular because
language is communicative tool among the members of the same community. It also
recommends teachers and Arabic learners to adopt the sound recording method to
follow the accurate articulation for each sound. The study suggests to the Arabic
Academy the necessity of establishing language laboratories for studying sounds for
those who are interested in this phonic study in terms of applied aspects as it is
followed in the advanced countries.
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